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The Regeneration and Intertextuality of Image Traditions

Luo Min: To Bloom as Nature Wills

In the art-historical context of the twentieth century, both East and West underwent dramatic
transformations of the image. In Chinese literati painting, bird-and-flower motifs had long served
as a medium for poetic sentiment and philosophical reflection. In Republican-era China, the
instructional compendium Ma Yi Hua Bao systematized this tradition, codifying brushwork and
compositional paradigms for teaching and popularization—turning it into a visual language that
could be studied, copied, and reproduced.

Meanwhile, in 1928, German photographer Karl Blossfeldt published Urformen der Kunst (Art
Forms in Nature), presenting the primordial structures of plants through the mechanical eye of the
camera. Emerging almost simultaneously, these two practices pointed in radically different
directions: one continuing a millennia-old ink tradition, the other shaped by photography and an
industrial modernity that, as Walter Benjamin observed in The Work of Art in the Age of
Mechanical Reproduction (1936) , “That which withers in the age of mechanical reproduction is
the aura of the work of art. “

Luo Min’s new exhibition To Bloom as Nature Wills unfolds at the intersection of these paths.
Using an expressionist painterly approach to reimagine bird-and-flower themes, she draws on the
line work, negative space, and poetic atmosphere found in Ma Yi Hua Bao, while also embracing
Western painting’s impasto textures, chromatic intensity, and structural light. Floating clusters of
roses appear severed at the stem, as if still lifes released back into nature; delicate linear
depictions of blossoms, birds, and spider webs fracture conventional perspective. Small-scale
works created in her New York studio—built from solid blocks of color and dense oil impasto—
become emblems of materiality and vitality.

These works enter into an implicit dialogue with Liu Ye’s “Pierre Menard” series, which repaints
masterpieces to interrogate originality. Luo Min instead explores how paradigms themselves can
be reinterpreted—how images are regenerated through the crossings of history, culture, and
medium. Compared to Blossfeldt’s coolly rational botanical portraits, her brushwork feels
sensuous, fluid, even feral—as though the flowers, having escaped the constraints of tradition and
mechanical reproduction, reclaim an irreducible life force.

To Bloom as Nature Wills is both a cross-cultural experiment in image-making and a renewed
inquiry into what allows images to live. Between nature and concept, tradition and the
contemporary, Luo Min transforms birds and blossoms into symbols of cultural intertextuality and
witnesses to shifting modes of seeing.
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Oil on canvas
120 x 180 cm
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B84 Luo Min
S4E] No.1 Sketch No.1, 2024-2025
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Oil on canvas
120 x 150 cm
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B84 Luo Min
£ E2£ No.8 Flowers and Birds No. 8, 2023
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Oil on canvas
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£ EE] No.2 Flowers and Birds No. 2, 2019-2020
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Oil on canvas
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7~87¢ No.1 June Flower No.1, 2025
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Oil on fiberboard
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7587 No.2 June Flower No.2, 2025
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Oil on canvas
50 x 50 cm
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1EENC -7 B (FIEL) Among the Flowers-Studio of Serenity(Diptych),
2025
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Oil on canvas
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wiENC-EAEFREE Among the Flowers: Wild Ducks and Streamside
Reeds, 2024
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Oil on canvas
20x 61 cm
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BaFlaYRTIaIR 12 Z= No.8 Hidden Time and Clues No.8, 2021
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wiEhe A&EXIE Among the Flowers: Midsummer Lotus Pond, 2024
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KERLT Crimson Rose, 2025
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Luo Min

1968 Born in Luzhou, Sichuan Province

1995 Graduated from Southwest Normal University

2010 Graduated from Art Academy of Liberation Army

Luo Min is working as a professional painter of Beijing Academy of Painting, a national first-

class artist, and a board member of the China Oil Painting Association.

Solo Exhibition

2025 To Bloom as Nature Wills — Luo Min, AYE Gallery, Beijing, China
In Time — Luo Min's Solo Exhibition, L.L. Contemporary, Toronto, Canada

2024 Diary of Plants, Changsha Art Museum, Changsha, China
In a Foreign Land In The Far North — Luo Min’' s Projects Exhibition, Hammond Hall
Victorian Artists Society Gallery, Melbourne, Australia

2022 Dreams Beyond the Fences, SGA Gallery, Shanghai, China
The Spring Matters, WF Central x SGA Gallery, Beijing, China

2021 Between Narratives , SGA Gallery, Chengdu, China
Leisure Amid Flowers, Art Museum of Beijing Fine Art Academy, Beijing, China

2020 Watch, Time Arts Gallery, New York, USA

2018 The Surviving Poetry, Miguel Marcos Gallery, Barcelona, Spain

2017 Flowers of Another World, Robinson Cultural Center of Alhaurin de la Torre, Malaga,
Spain

2016 Seeing the Time, Fuyan Association, Beijing, China

2015 Back to the Heart, Art Museum of Beijing Fine Art Academy, Beijing, China

2013 Passing by, It Becomes a Scenery, Today Art Museum, Beijing, China

2011 Mirror of Daily Life, Today Art Museum, Beijing, China

1995 Luo Min's Qil Painting Exhibition, Southwest Normal University Library, Chongqing,
China

Group Exhibition

2025 Systems of Becoming — PS122 Project Studio Artists Exhibition, PS122 Gallery,
New York, USA
Echoes of Home Elsewhere — Luo Min and Xing Danwen Dual Exhibition, Chengdu Art
Academy, Chengdu, China

2024 MIRRORS —Touring Exhibition of Chinese and Australian Women Artists, Art Museum
Shanghai oil Painting and Sculpture Institute Shanghai, China

2023 Chengdu Biennale—Time Gravity, Chengdu Art Museum, Chengdu, China
After the Fog, First Flowers: Oriente and Orientalisms, from Modernism to
Modernity, Casa Vicens by Gaudi, Barcelona, Spain

2021 Super Fusion — 2021 Chengdu Biennale, Chengdu Museum of Art, Chengdu, China
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Being Seclusive and Genuine — Garden Theme Exhibition, Gallery of Beijing Art
Academy, China

Light Facing and Gazing , SGA Gallery, Chengdu, China

New Brocade Ash Pile: A New Perception of Contemporary Painting, Guangdong
Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China/Beijing Fine Art Academy, Beijing, China

The Birth of a Painting—An Exhibition of Painters from Beijing Fine Art Academy, Art
Museum of Beijing Fine Art Academy, Beijing, China

Ego - Superfluous Things - Theme Exhibition of the 5th Suzhou lJinji Lake Biennale,
Suzhou, China

Silent Faces Drift through Here—Exhibition of Works by Yue Minjun, Luo Min and Yuan
Wu, Lumbillo Palace Art Museum, Cuba

Mirror - Art and Friends, Mirror—Art Gallery, Chengdu, China

Light of the Heart — Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Masters and Special
Exhibition to Celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the Founding of the People's Republic of
China, Jining Art Museum, Jining, China

Seeing the White Heron Fly Again —Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Chinese
Masters and Opening Exhibition of Huzhou Art Museum, Huzhou Art Museum, Huzhou,
China

Realm - Meet Classics — Invitational Exhibition of Famous Oil Painters, Leshan Art
Museum, Leshan, China

Views: 2018 Research Exhibition of Chinese Female Contemporary Art, Yanhuang Art
Museum, Beijing, China

They, We: Invitational Exhibition of Women's Art, Chengdu Art Gallery, Chengdu, China
Jingcao Studio Collection Exhibition—First Round, Jingcao Studio, Chengdu, China
Brocade Collection, Second Round: Dispersion and Stay—Exhibition of Works on Paper
by Chen Shuxia, Luo Min, Zhu Yamei and Yang Yanlai, Jingcao Studio, Chengdu, China
The 10th China—Japan Art Exchange Exhibition, Art Gallery of Beijing Fine Art Academy,
Beijing, China

Important Art Fairs
2021-2024  West Bund Art & Design Fair, West Bund Art Center, Shanghai, China
2017-2020 Madrid International Contemporary Art Fair, Convention and Exhibition Center,

2018

Miguel Marcos Gallery, Madrid, Spain
Madrid Contemporary Graphic Art Fair, Madrid Convention Center, Madrid, Spain

Main Publications

2021
2018
2016

Leisure amid Flowers Luo Min" s Works, Art Museum of Beijing Fine Art Academy
The Surviving Poetry, Hebei Education Publishing House
Collection of Luo Min" s Paintings, Hebei Education Publishing House
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2013 Passing by, it besomes scenery Luo Min’ s paper paintings, Guangxi Fine Arts
Publishing House
2011 Selected Oil Paintings Of LuoMin, Hebei Education Publishing House
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